Introduction

recognized. It tells us more than the oft-debated lines
beginning 'But what success Vanessa met', which have
been read as a confession of illicit intercourse, an inter-
pretation quite needless and forcibly thrust upon the
passage. The eight lines which Swift saw fit to cancel
explain all that need be understood; and they show how
matters were between Swift and Vanessa during the years
1711-14. The happiness he had found, twenty years
earlier, in guiding the studies of Esther Johnson was
revived in the 'innocent Delight he took' as he leaned over
Vanessa at 'her Book'. But it was then that Cupid
Took Aim, and shot with all his Strength
A Dart of such prodigious Length,
It pierc'd the feeble Volume thro',
And deep transfix'd her Bosom too.
Swift discovered that his
. ,. Lessons found the weakest Part,
Aim'd at the Head, but reach'd the Heart;
and Vanessa found, as Stella knew, that an attempt to
reverse the roles and assume the part of tutor was a vain
endeavour.
Sheridan's hasty assertion that during these years in
London Vanessa was displacing Swift's affection for Stella
finds no real justification in the Journal^ nor in his letters
to the younger woman, nor in Cadenus and Panessa*
Nevertheless, there is a preoccupation of mind, a measure
of detachment from insistent memories of Ireland, notice-
able in the latter part of the Journal^ and very obvious
reasons, which have nothing to do with Vanessa, are dis-
coverable.
II
During a large part of the fourteen months, from March
1712 to the date of his departure for Ireland to be in-
stalled as Dean of St. Patrick's, Swift was in poor health,
For weeks he was prostrated by an extremely acute and
painful attack of what appears to have been shingles, the
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